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Luke 23…………...(quick remarks on vv 1-25) the n 26-56 read in ope ning. vv 26-38.

Luke chapter 23 records the incredible story of our Lord's trial before Pilate and his
crucifixion.

It is the world's greatest love story, showing us the great love of our savior which drove
Him to suffer and die in incredible agony on a cruel cross.

We need to remember He did it for us. As we move through the chapter I want us to
smell the sweat and blood…hear the clink of the hammer on the nails…

…listen as the scourge rips our Savior's body to shreds and hear the screams of the victims
as nails tear through nerve, sinew and flesh.

Since Paul left me the beginning of the chapter we will very quickly move through vv 1-
25 up to our assigned text in v 26.

In v 1 we see the Jewish authorities bringing Jesus before Pilate. We know from John's
gospel that the Jews were not prepared with a proper charge.

Whe n Pilate asked "What charge do you bring?" they were perplexed and finally
stammered, "Well, if he were not an evildoer we would not have brought him to you".

Clearly they expected Pilate to rubber-stamp their accusation and were put off stride
when he demanded to know what they were charging Him with.

In v 4, after asking Jesus if He was the king of the Jews, Pilate told the authorities, "I f ind
no fault in Him".

That brought the name of Galilee into the conversation and Pilate seized the opportunity
to push the trial off on someone else. He sent them to Herod.

Herod and his men amused the mselves with mocking Jesus and se nt the m back to Pilate.
Pilate told the Jews neither he nor Herod had found any fault in Jesus; he would punish Him
and release Him. It is here we see the lack of resolve in Pilate's character. Pilate knew Jesus
was innoce nt. If He was innocent why punish Him? History tells us that Pilate had several
times offended the Jews. They had complained to the emperor and Pilate knew one more
complaint and he would be toast.

In the sovereignty of God the Jews had Pilate in a corner and he had to please them.
But he tried to get Jesus released in place of the murderer Barabbas. The Jews cried,

“Crucify, crucify Him!”1

1The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
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In v 22 Pilate loses the high ground when he is reduced to asking the Jews, "…what evil

has this man done?"2 Pilate was the judge, not the Jews!
Pilate was beaten and in v 24 Pilate sentenced Jesus to death by crucifixion.
He released the murderer and delivered the innocent man Jesus to the Jews.

In vv 26-32 we join Jesus on the lonely road to the cross, the Via Dolorosa, which He
walked for us.

The Road to the Cross - vv 26-32

Condemned criminals were normally made to carry their own cross (the horizontal beam
of the cross). In this case Simon was drafted.

Why was Simon pressed into service?
A Roman soldier could compel a Jew to carry his burden. The Roman soldier would lay

the flat of his spear against the shoulder. There was no appeal. You carried the burden or
you felt the tip of the spear.

Jesus was probably close to death from the pre-crucifixion beatings he had received.
Scourging was administered by a burly lictor who used a flagellem.

6-8 Rawhide lines, each embedded with pieces of stone, glass or metal.
The flagelle m was flung behind the lictor's back and then snapped forward with great

force.
Roman scourging had no minimum number of lashes. There were no prohibited areas of

the body. The purpose was to bring the victim within an inch of his life without actually
killing him. It was raw brutality, often done before jeering, mocking, battle-hardened
crowds of soldiers. The glass, metal and stone tore chunks of flesh away as they were ripped
across the back and chest.

Shock and loss of body fluids was severe. Many men died under the scourge. The lictor
continued to beat until the officer, fearing he would die, ordered him to stop.

There are accounts of victims having bone and e ntrails exposed by scourging.

Matt. 27:27-31 tells us that after Jesus was scourged he was brutalized by the soldiers.
They spit on him….

2The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
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Beat him on the head with the reed.

Mark tells us in Mark 15:16-20:

16 The soldiers took Him away into the palace (that is, the
Praetorium), and they *called together the whole Roman cohort.
17 They *dressed Him up in purple, and after twisting a crown
of thorns, they put it on Him;
18 and they began to acclaim Him, “Hail, King of the Jews!”
19 They kept beating His head with a reed, and spitting on
Him, and kneeling and bowing before Him.
20 After they had mocked Him, they took the purple robe off

Him and put His own garments on Him. And they *led Him out to
crucify Him.3

This beating, mocking, spitting happened after the scourging—
Jesus was very near death, far too fragile to carry the 85-100 lb. crossbeam.

Cyrene was in what is now Libya in North Africa.
It had a large Jewish community.
Simon is a typical Jewish name.
Devout Jewish pilgrims come to Jerusale m from the Mediterranean area dur ing Passover.

Simon is probably coming to Jerusalem to participate in Passover.
He had no idea that today he would carry Jesus' cross.
He may have saved all his lifetime to make this one trip to Jerusalem to partake of

Passover.
The Roman spear against his shoulder changed his plans. Now he was carrying a

criminal's cross.
Try to imagine Simon's feelings.
He had come to realize the cherished ambition of a lifetime.
Now he was walking to Calvary.
His heart was probably filled with bitterness toward this Roman and this criminal.

3The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm


4

There is a fascinating story buried between the lines in the NT.
Mark tells us Simon was the father of Alexander and Rufus—Paul wrote to Rome. At the

end of Paul's letter to Rome we read, Greet Rufus, eminent in the Lord, also his

mother and mine.4
Could it be that Rufus was the son of our Simon of Cyrene and Rufus' mother was Simon's

wife?
Could it be that as Simon looked on Jesus that his bitterness turned to wonder, amazement

and faith, that he became a Christian and that his family became some of the choicest souls
in the Roman church?

Barkly says,

It may well be that Simon from Tripoli thought he was going to realize a life's
ambition, to celebrate the Passover in Jerusalem at last; that he found himself sorely
against his will carrying a criminal's cross; that as he looked, his bitterness turned to
wonder and to faith; and that in the thing that seemed to be his shame he found a
savior.

End of quotation

It is not so with us. We wallow in our sin / shame till our shame leads us to the savior.
v 27 – Normally there were crowds at an e xecution. Romans wished to impress on these

Jews, "This is what we do if you don't tow the line." Executions were always public
spectacles meant to impress the population with the brutality as a deterrent.

The road to the cross always wound past everybody and every place in town.

The pious wome n of Jerusalem provided a narcotic drink to dull victims' pain.
It was against the law to mourn publicly for a crucified person. But nationalistic Jews

would sympathize with fellow Jews executed by the Romans.

women5 - In ancient times wome n usually e xpressed mourning more dramatically than
men. It may have been scandalous to Palestinian Jews to have these women join the party
watching the crucifixion.
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v 31 – A dry tree will catch and burn much faster than a green one.
Jesus may be saying that He is green wood, not really a revolutionary; how much greater

will be the Roman judgment against the dry wood, the real revolutionaries.

…Or if they murdered the innoce nt, how much more would they destroy the mselves.
The Jewish leaders fought each other as well as the Romans in 66-70 AD.

…Or He may simply mean that Jerusale m is getting ripe for judgment.

It was a Jewish proverb meaning, "If they do this to one who is innocent, what will they
someday do to those who are guilty?"

v 32 – It was simpler and less work for the soldiers if they could execute several convicts
at once.

Jesus on the Cross – vv 33-43

v 33 – Crucifixion was a hellish way to die.
It caused the greatest possible amount of pain to the victim before his inevitable death.

Crucifixion was not allowed for a Roman citize n. It was a feared, shameful form of
execution. There were several methods of execution. Jesus' hands and feet were nailed to
the cross. The crossbeam was carried (usually by the victim) to the crucifixion site.

Rough hands threw the crucif ied person upon the crossbeam.
His hands were held and nailed to the wood. Medical people say it probably felt like

when we bang our elbow, only many times worse. The tearing of tendons, nerves and flesh
produced searing pain.

Then the crossbar was lifted and attached to the upright which was in the ground. We
cannot even imagine how painful that would have been. The feet were nailed or tied to the
upright. Sometimes there was a rough board seat to help support the buttocks.

Death would come when the victim was too exhausted to push himself up to draw a
breath. Pushing himself up produced searing pain in the feet and hands.

4The Revised Standard Version, 1973, 1977.
5The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
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Over and over again the victim pushed up/fell back down and repeated it over and over.
Think how painful it would be to slide one's naked buttocks and back up and down over a
rough, splintery cross.

Did you ever run a splinter under your fingernail? Think how Jesus felt as he slid on the
cross.

He did it because He loved us. How we should love Him.

How we should serve Him.

Jonathan Edwards writes:

If there be ground for you to trust in your own righteousness, the n all that Christ
did to purchase salvation, and all that God did to prepare the way for it is in vain.

In vv 33-43 we see Jesus on the cross.

v 34 – There is ple nty of precedent in the OT for prayers of vengeance.

Psalm 137:8-9:

8 O daughter of Babylon, you devastated one,
How blessed will be the one who repays you
With the recompense with which you have repaid us.

9 How blessed will be the one who seizes and dashes your little
ones
Against the rock.6

But Jesus prays forgiveness to those who are persecuting Him.
Forgiveness is the only way to true freedom. Those who were executed were supposed to

say, "May my death atone for all my sins". Instead Jesus confesses the sins of those who
falsely accused Him.

Roman custom awarded the victim's clothing to the soldiers.

6The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.
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The victim was stripped naked and totally e xposed to be crucif ied.
Another humiliation our savior bore for us.

v 35 – Ridicule / mockings / striking blows were all forms of suffering inflicted on the
naked victim hanging on the cross.

He was placed low enough to the ground that people could easily strike Him.

There is irony here. Jesus did save others—anyone who will believe in Him. But He
could not save Himself because that would mean the plan of salvation would be cut off.

These words remind us of Satan's words during the temptation in the wilderness.

"If you are the Son of God tell this stone to become bread"
"If you worship before me it will all be yours"
"If you are the Son of God throw yourself down from here"

These are words calculated to strike fear/doubt and unbelief in Jesus.
How we need to be alert to Satan's words…"If you are a Christian you wouldn't have done

that, thought that, etc".
It's the devil's mission to sow seeds of doubt and mistrust in our hearts.
We need to remind him that "We have believed in the name of the Son of God and we

know that we have eternal life".

v 36 – At first glance the offer of sour wine looks like an act of mercy. It would act as a
painkiller and a remedy for thirst which often intensified with the loss of blood. Luke says it
was done as part of the soldier's ridicule.

v 38 – A conde mned person often carried the charge to the site of execution. Sometimes a
soldier carried it in front. The victim walked in a square of four soldiers. The lead soldier
might carry the sign listing the charge.

vv 39-43 – Jesus' interaction with fellow victim…Jesus receiving sinners and outsiders.
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Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest.7

…that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting
life8

…for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby
we must be saved.9

v 43 - paradise10 - the place of the righteous after death

The word paradise11 is Persian. It means "a walled garden". Whe n a Persian king
wished to do one of his subjects a special honor he made him a companion—he was chose n
to walk with the king.

Jesus promised the thief more than immortality. He promised him the honored place of a
companion of the garden in the courts of heaven.

Surely this love story tells us it is never too late to turn to Christ. So long as a man's heart
beats the invitation to Christ still stands.

It is literally true that while there is life there is hope.

Jesus' death – vv 44-49

all the earth12 - the whole land
sixth hour13 - shortly before noon
ninth hour14 - shortly before 3pm

v 45 - darkness15 - 3pm – When Jesus dies is close to the time of the evening sacrifice.
Darkness was one of the plagues in Egypt and occurs as a judgment in the end times.

Scripture tells of darkness caused by rain, locusts, smoke.

7The King James Version, 1769.
8The King James Version, 1769.
9The King James Version, 1769.
10The King James Version, 1769.
11The King James Version, 1769.
12The King James Version, 1769.
13The King James Version, 1769.
14The King James Version, 1769.
15The King James Version, 1769.

Jewish time
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It is as if the sun could not bear to look upon the deed me n's hands had done.

veil16 curtain17 - the thick curtain that hung between the Holy of Holies (where God
dwelt) and the Holy Place where the priests ministered.

The veil was incredibly heavy, woven as thick as a man's hand. History says twenty oxe n
could not have ripped it. But the finger of God severed it. To drive home the fact that God
tore it, Matt. tells us it was torn from top to bottom.

The veil symbolized the fact that a priest was necessary to intercede between the
worshipper and his God.

Whe n Christ died that veil was r ipped away, showing us that we can go directly to God in
prayer and confession.

No longer is a priest necessary, praise God. Our access is directly to God through Christ
on the cross. As never before and never again, me n saw the love of God.

v 46 – Jesus died with a prayer on His lips. The line is from Psalm 31:5. It was often
recited at the evening offering. “Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit!”18

Jesus cried with a loud voice. John tells us He cried, “It is finished!”19. It is one word
in Greek and Aramaic—telisti.

It was a shout of triumph. The great eternal plan of salvation was complete. It was
finished.

He did not whisper like one battered to His knees in defeat.
He shouted like a victor who has won His last e ngagement with the ene my.
Jesus prayed, ‘into Your hands I commit My spirit.’20. Even on a cross Jesus died

like a child falling asleep in His Father's arms.
v 48 – Beating the breast was a characteristic sign of mourning.
In Luke 18 we see the publican beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me

a sinner!’21

16The King James Version, 1769.
17The Amplified New Testament, 1999.
18The Revised Standard Version, 1973, 1977.
19The Holy Bible, New King James Version, 1982.
20The Holy Bible, New King James Version, 1982.
21The Holy Bible, New King James Version, 1982.
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In v 49 we see Jesus' family and friends present at the execution. This was common. Male
disciples would be in danger as potential revolutionaries.

standing at a distance22 - Crosses were much lower than we usually see them in art.
Standing too close would obstruct the view and interfere with the work of the soldiers.

Jesus' Burial – vv 50-56

Joseph is a tragic f igure.
He is the man who gave Jesus a tomb.
This isn't as grand as it may seem to us.
We bury one body in one place. Jewish tombs were recycled over and over again.
There were little niches in the walls which contained stone shelves carved from the soft

stone.
The body was wrapped in cloths. Ointme nts and spikes were wound into the cloths.

Then the body was laid on the shelf.
In the hot, humid climate of Palestine the body quickly decomposed. A year or two later

the family gathered up the bones and placed them in a bone box. The shelf was then used
for the next body. So it was a great gesture on Joseph's part, but his tomb would be there
when he needed it.

I said Joseph was a tragic figure.
He was a member of the Sanhedrin.
He didn't agree with the sentence on Jesus, but he didn't say anything in disagreement.

Maybe he felt he was powerless to stop the course of action with which he disagreed. How it
would have lifted Jesus' heart to have one person speak out in His defense.

But Joseph waited till Jesus was dead.
Then he gave Him a tomb.

Barkly says:

It is one of the tragedies of life that we place on people's graves the flowers we
might have given them whe n they were alive. We keep for their obituary notices and

22The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, 1996.

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0                                                    http://www.pdf4free.com

http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm


11

for the tributes paid to them at memor ial services, the praises and thanks we should
have given them when they lived.

Often, often we are haunted because we never spoke. A word to the living is
worth a cataract of tributes to the dead.

End of quotation

So we must learn to speak up for Jesus when we have the opportunity and we must learn
to "say it while they are living".

v 55 is interesting because it says the women saw the tomb and how the body was laid.
Some critics of the resurrection have said the women were confused and came to the wrong
tomb.

Dr. Luke's careful record tells us they knew where He was. They knew which tomb it
was. They did not come to the wrong tomb.

Quickly now as we close look with me at some practical lessons from the account…

• Compromise will place us into the position where we feel forced to act against our
conscie nce.
Pilate acted against what he knew because he had compromised.

• Don't argue with sin / temptation. Satan will win every time. Flee; get away from the
temptation

• While there is life there is hope.
The thief was saved at the 11th hour. We have no guarantee of an hour, a minute or a
second. We have only now. If you are without Christ, settle the issue of your soul's
salvation now.

• Are we forgivers?
Do we hold grudges? Christ's brutal sacrifice shows us the depth of our forgiveness.
How can we not forgive when we have been forgiven so much?
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• The battle is won. If not today, someday. Christ has conquered.

• Is Jesus comforted by our support or do we practice our Christianity in secret?

• The devotion of the wome n.
They were political nobodies.
They risked to go to the tomb in the dark.
How devoted are we?

• He did it for us—you, me.
Do we love Him?
Do we thank Him?
Do we serve Him?
Are we actively engaged with the Holy Spirit in telling others about the salvation
bought by Christ's blood and suffering?

Mummerts 2009
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